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Miranda’s Memo

Sometimes someone can simply surprise
you beyond belief. They do something
that you would never have guessed they
would do — or were capable of doing.

I had some precious “free” time at

my facility one afternoon between daycare and classes I
decided that I would do some clicker training. My target
was Nefertiti (aka Neffie), an Abyssinian kitten available
for adoption through the SPCA. Abyssinians are known for
their intelligence, willingness to be partners in activities
with humans and confidence. I had observed her for a
week at my facility and decided that she would be the
optimum subject for some clicker training. I grabbed my
clicker and some tuna and prepar ed to go to work.

Neffie sniffed the tuna, but showed little interest. She was
too focused on playing with Romulus and Remus (two
other SPCA kittens) and not on training. I sat there
rejected, with a quiet clicker and tuna I had no idea what I
was going to do with until the unimaginable happened.
Franz, who had been watching my futile attempt with
Neffie, stood up from his sleeping station and walked
directly over to me. He nudged my hand, as if to say, “I’m
here — try me!” I admit I was skeptical, but I was willing
to try as I had no one else interested at the time.

I took the tuna, lured him into a sit and then clicked and
treated him. I repeated the lure and he sat again. Click!
Treat' I then used the hand signal (no tuna in the hand) and
said “sit”. He looked directly at me and...HE SAT! I
couldn t beheve my eyes! The oldest cat at Purrfect Paws
(who is up for adoption! © ) wants to learn! I purposely got
up and moved to work with another cat, just to see what he
would do. Would he lose interest? Just go back to sleep?
NO! Franz walked up in front of me, looked me dead in
the eyes and sat! CLICK! TREAT! TREAT! TREAT!

I was in awe of him and his newly found confidence and
interactive nature. He has so far learned “sit” and “come”.
We’re working on “sit pretty”. I’m sure he’ll have that
one down by the time you finish reading this column.

Just goes to show you that you can’t always tell a book by
its cover — or its age. Franz reminded me of that. And now
off to our next training session...what will he learn nex t?
Or — should I say what lesson does Professor Franz have in
store for me?

Miranda K. Workwan, CPDT
President and CEO

Featured Service: Clicker Training for Cats

Yes, you can close that mouth that is open in disbelief.
Training cats IS possible — and in fact quite simple once
you learn a few simple rules. I first fell in love with clicker
training when working with my cats — not my dogs. I'm
sure you are also asking — what on earth did you teach
them? Well — my Siamese, Aleph, can come when called,
most of the time. Adara, the queen tabby of the household,
can sit and she is starting to learn wave with her front
paws.

There are basic rules for clicker training cats that can help

you get started. If you want a more detailed program than

what is listed below — please call us to schedule a private
training session with your cat!

« It is easiest if you train your cat when she is hungry.
That means feeding her on a schedule — not leaving
food down all day and night. Using treats, even her
own kibble or soft foods can be a great reinforcer.

“ Don’t expect marathon training sessions. Cats tend not
to enjoy training for long durations of time. An
average first session may only last for a few minutes.
As your cat starts having fun while training the
sessions will start to lengthen in duration.

«»  Start simple. Choose to put behaviors your cat already
does “on cue”. Those behaviors can include “sit”,
“come”, “jump”, etc. Observe what your cat does
naturally, then reinforce that behavior with a
click/treat (or other reinforcer) immediately after she
does it. Then, when she starts offering the behavior
say the cue (ie. “sit”) just as she starts to do it and
click/treat when she completes the behavior.

Upcoming Events

January 1: We will be open New Year’s Day

January 4: Canine Good Citizen Prep Class (6:30 PM); Level 11
Obedience Class Starts

January 6: Reactive Rovers (8:30 AM); Puppy Class (10:00 AM);
Level I Class (11:00 AM) Start

January 19: Puppy Party (7:30 PM)

January 28: Paws for Love Evaluations

February 4: Paws for Love Evaluations

February 6: Level I (6:30 PM); Puppy Class (7:30 PM) Start
February 7: Trick Class (6:30 PM) Starts

February 25: Paws for Love Evaluations

Featured Product: Cloud Beds

Having a comfortable place to rest, relax and sleep is necessary for a healthy lifestyle. That’s why we carry Premier’s Cloud
Beds. These comfortable fleece covered beds are designed for maximum comfort, style and function. They are available in
many sizes and colors. If you would like a color different than what we have in stock, don’t fear! We can special order any size
and color of your choice. They are great for a pet of any species that enjoys a soft place to rest. Timothy, our CFO, absolutely
loves napping in the leopard print petite bed a fter a long day’s work at Purrfect Paws. Bring this newsletter into Purrfect Paws in
the month of January and receive 10% off any cloud bed whether in stock or special ordered.






